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This Introduction to Elections: A Learning Module for Year 10 Social Science – Students Workbook is 
developed to act as a guide to the Fijian electoral system and an important resource in understanding 
the Fijian electoral processes. Although this manual substantially covers the concepts related to 

in Fiji. 

Lesson Five (5) of this module is the culminating mock election simulation exercise. This mock election 
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Message from 
THE SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS

Bula Vinaka! 

you to the Introduction to Elections: A Learning Module for Year 10 
Social Science – Students Workbook.

This Students Workbook has been created as a guide to the Fijian 
electoral system and an important resource in understanding 

process.

then carrying out seat allocation. It also provides an opportunity to better understand and 
participate in an election, and prepares students to become informed and motivated citizens 
in the Fijian electoral process.  

build the capacity of our students in making their voices heard in our democracy, and in 
shaping Fiji’s future. 

participants during elections in the years ahead. 

Vinaka Vakalevu

Mohammed Saneem
Supervisor of Elections
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 Objectives of this Module

This module aims to develop knowledge, skills and values necessary to participate 
actively in national election processes.

Acronyms and Abbreviations

APO  Assistant Pr  

EC  Electoral Commission

EMB  Electoral Management Body

FAQ  Frequently Asked Question

FEO  

MP  Member of Parliament 

PWD  Persons with Disabilities

PDW   Polling Day Worker 

PO   Pr

PS   Polling Station 
 
SoE   Supervisor of Elections 

SSoE  Student Supervisor of Elections (Mock Election)

UNDHR United Nations Declaration of Human Rights

VL   Voter List
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Lesson 
  
1
 

INTRODUCTION TO ELECTIONS
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1.1 Learning Outcome

By the end of this lesson students will be able to:

1. 
2. 
3. Identify rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.

1.2 Introduction

government. 

1.3 Election Basics

government by voting in the elections.
  

Illustration by: Ronald Osmond Mario
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An election vote for individuals to represent them in 
the government. The individuals they are voting for are called candidates. 

candidate belongs to a political party. Sometimes a candidate may contest elections 
as an independent candidate and not in a political party. There are many different political 
parties running against each other in each election. 

The election government of the day

political party 
share in a document called a manifesto.

The political party seats Fijian Government. The political 
party that gets the second most seats Opposition. 

1.4 The Origins of Democracy and Voting

during the 6th century B.C. In Athens all citizens, rich and poor, participated fully 

agora (central public space)

became law.

Illustration by: Ronald Osmond Mario
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  democracy.

laws  |  Greece  |  vote  |  decisions |  Democracy  |  power 
frequent | directly

by people through ....................................... meetings. Citizens could ............................... on 
issues raised and decide on policies. The ................................................... made became 
............................................ .

1.5 Democracy and Elections

from the people. The people decide. 

We vote for individuals (our representatives
represent

they represent

An election is a method of choosing leaders or making decisions by a process of 

choosing legislative representatives and government leaders. 

fundamental conditions.

secret and direct elections for a limited period of time. An election is regarded as 

freedom of speech, free information, protection of minorities and 
free opposition are all fundamental conditions of a democratic 
election.

president of the United States of America, Abraham Lincoln is 
“Government of the people, by the people and for the people”.  

ACTIVITY 

1.4
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It is not possible that every adult can be directly involved in the governance and 

        Answer the following questions:

authority or power to rule

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

elections

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

3.  What are the purposes or functions of representatives

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

ACTIVITY 

1.5
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“The Ballot is stronger than the bullet”. 
(ABRAHAM LINCOLN)

1.6 Rights and Responsibilities in a Democracy
 

Rights Responsibilities

Freedom to express yourself. Support and defend the Constitution.

Freedom of religion. Stay informed of the issues affecting your 
community.

Right to a prompt and fair trial. Participate in the democratic process.

Right to vote in elections. Respect and obey laws.

Respect the rights, beliefs, and opinions of 
others.

Freedom to pursue life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. 

Pay income and other taxes honestly and on 
time.

Defend the country if the need should arise.

1.7 Free and Fair Elections

When an election is free

punishment. 

When an election is fair it means that all voters and candidates are treated equally. There is no 
miscounting, bribery or fraud. 

First the election must offer a real choice
alternatives. In addition to these basic criteria, democratic elections should be equal, secret 
and free.
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1.7.1 Universal Suffrage

Universal suffrage means that all citizens above a certain age have an equal right 

property, career, social standing, class, education and religion are all irrelevant. 

1.7.2 One Person, One vote

This rules out the possibility, for instance, of votes from higher-income groups 

1.7.3 Secret Ballot

Did You 
Know?

Fiji 
granted 
full 
suffrage 
to 
women in 
1963.
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Illustration 4
Have a look at these pictures and try to dicuss whether the Elections Process are free and fair. 
State your reasons.

Ill
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1.7.4 United Nations Declaration of Human Rights

Article 21

shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by 
equivalent free voting procedures.

      free and fair elections

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

1.8 Voting Systems

mixtures of the above.

ACTIVITY 

1.7
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1.8.1 Different Voting Systems
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           Answer the following:

......................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................

........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................

Homework Activity 1

In pairs, make an illustrated time line of Fiji’s voting history, starting 
from independence.

Extension Activity 1 

FEO

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

ACTIVITY 

1.8

Did You 
Know?

The Electoral System 
of Fiji: Fiji uses a 

form of proportional 
representation called 

‘d’Hondt’, named 
after a system devised 
by Victor D’Hondt, a 
Belgian lawyer and 

mathematician active 
in the 19th Century. 

He explained his 
system in ‘Système 
pratique et raisonné 
de représentation 
proportionnelle’ in 

1882. It is also known 
as the Jefferson’s 

method and Bader-Ofer 
method.
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Glossary
 

Candidates community as part of the government. 

Democracy

A system of government based on the people of an 

the people and exercised directly by them or by their 
elected representatives under a free and fair electoral 
system.

Election

Government made up of members from the political party that got 
the most votes. 

Impartial/Netural
Not favouring one side or opinion more than another, 
not biased. Like an umpire in a sporting game.

Member of Parliament (MP)

Opposition to the citizens of Fiji. This is made up of members from 
the political party that got the second most votes. 

Political Party
government.

Preference

A greater liking for one alternative over another or 

express preferences, or rank their candidate from the 
one they like the most to the one they dislike the most.

Representation

Suffrage



I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  E L E C T I O N S :  A  L E A R N I N G  M O D U L E  F O R  Y E A R  1 0  S O C I A L  S C I E N C E

20

1
1

-1
0

-2
0

1
8

 V
e

r. 1
.1

Voting System

A voting system (or electoral system) is the set of rules 

translated into seats of the members of parliament.

Lesson 2- Why Vote?
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Lesson 
  
2
 

WHY VOTE?
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2.1 Learning Outcome

By the end of this lesson students will be able to:

1. 
2. 

2.2 Introduction

 

Reasons To Vote Reasons Not To Vote

To make a change Not a citizen

To support a candidate

It is your right

To have a say

Not interested in voting
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2.3 Why Should I Vote?

1. 

2. It is important to have your voice heard and to be included in 

3. 

your community and country. Ultimately voting shapes your future.

“If you don’t vote you lose the right to complain”

Illustration 1

Illustration 6

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

My vote doesn't 
make any 
difference

Did You 
Know?

Each vote makes a 
difference: 
• One vote made 

Oliver Cromwell 
Lord Protector of 
England in 1653; 

• One vote caused 
Charles 1 to be 
executed in 1649; 

• One vote changed 
France from a 
monarchy to a 
republic in 1875; 

• One vote decided 
that Americans 
would speak 
English rather than 
German in 1776; 

• One vote made 
Adolf Hitler leader 
of the Nazi Party 
in 1923; and

• Sydney was 
awarded the 2000 
Olympic Games by 
two votes. 
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     Persuasive Paragraph Writing

Write a short paragraph persuading young people to vote in Fiji.

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................... 

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Extension Activity 1

it original and creative.

  for 
 and 

 

Extension Activity 2

ACTIVITY 

2.3
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Glossary

Vote (Ballot)
It is a method of choosing your 
representative. This is done by casting of 

Voter Turn-out Ballot in an election.
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Lesson 
  
3
 

THE FIJIAN ELECTIONS OFFICE [FEO]



I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  E L E C T I O N S :  A  L E A R N I N G  M O D U L E  F O R  Y E A R  1 0  S O C I A L  S C I E N C E I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  E L E C T I O N S :  A  L E A R N I N G  M O D U L E  F O R  Y E A R  1 0  S O C I A L  S C I E N C E

28

1
1

-1
0

-2
0

1
8

 V
e

r. 1
.1



I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  E L E C T I O N S :  A  L E A R N I N G  M O D U L E  F O R  Y E A R  1 0  S O C I A L  S C I E N C E I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  E L E C T I O N S :  A  L E A R N I N G  M O D U L E  F O R  Y E A R  1 0  S O C I A L  S C I E N C E

29

1
1

-1
0

-2
0

1
8

 V
e

r. 1
.1

3.1 Learning Outcome:

By the end of this lesson students will be able to:

1. 
2. 
3. 

3.2 Introduction

FEO

 

3.3 The FEO Vision, Mission and Core Values

3.3.1 Vision of the FEO

conduct of elections. 

3.3.2 Mission of the FEO

enables every Fijian to participate in Fiji’s democratic process. 

3.3.3 Core Values

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
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6. 

7. 

8. 
in delivering its functions. 

3.4 Organisational Structure of the FEO

SoE
EC

deliver its mandate.

Supervisor of Elections

Operations 
Staff

Director 
Operations

Director 
Corporate
Services

Deputy 
Supervisor

of
Elections

Director 
Strategic

Development
and

Communications

Executive 
Staff

Corporate 
Staff

Divisional 
Staff

Awarness and 
Communications

Staff

ELECTORAL 
COMMISSION



I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  E L E C T I O N S :  A  L E A R N I N G  M O D U L E  F O R  Y E A R  1 0  S O C I A L  S C I E N C E I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  E L E C T I O N S :  A  L E A R N I N G  M O D U L E  F O R  Y E A R  1 0  S O C I A L  S C I E N C E

31

1
1

-1
0

-2
0

1
8

 V
e

r. 1
.1

3.5 Responsibilities of the FEO

responsibilities are:

Conducting the trade union and municipality elections. 

Source: http://aceproject.org/ero-en/topics/electoral-management/electoral%20cycle.JPG
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3.6 Voter Registration

The importance of voter registration is that it:

Section 55. 

 (a) is serving a sentence of imprisonment of 12 months or longer imposed by a 

  relating to electoral offences, does not have the right to be registered as a voter.

 (a) is serving a sentence of imprisonment of 12 months or longer imposed by a 

  relating to electoral offences, ceases to be a registered voter.

 (b) not a resident of Fiji or is not present in Fiji on the day of the elections, but is the 
  holder of a valid Fijian passport, is entitled to vote to the extent provided in any 
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3.7 Documents Required for Voter Registration

your Fijian passport to be 
registered

   

    
         Answer the following.

1. 
Election Information Booklet, 2018 General Election

SAMPLE

SAMPLE

ACTIVITY 

3.7

SAMPLE
SAMPLESAMPLE

SAMPLE

Did You 
Know?

The FEO on the 
5th April 2017 
launched its 

new VoterCard 
2.0 which has 

enhanced 
security features 
and is more user 

friendly.
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Who Can Vote in Fiji Who Cannot Vote in Fiji

2. Fill out the sample voter registration form provided on the next page, using a pencil
      (in case you make a mistake).

Date of Registration  :

Data Entry date  :

VoterCard No:

Registration Venue :

  :

AAPPLIC TION TO REGISTER AS VOTER 

Information Section:
1. You can only register to vote ONCE.

3. All registrations are in person (the person must be present) and completed forms are to be submitted to an FEO 

4. Persons who submit false information or attempt multiple registration may be referred to authorities for 
prosecution.

Part 1: Personal Details of Applicant

Part 2: Contact Details of Applicant [ ]

Part 3: Address Details of Applicant [

Surname:

Other Names:

Date of Birth:  / / 

Marital Status:  Married S Others (Please specify):ingle

Mobile (1) :

Mobile (2): 

Contact Preference:  Email  Postal

Home Phone:    Work:

Email:

First Name

Maiden Name

Place of Birth

Current Occupation: Gender: Female  Male

Postal Address:

Residential Address: [ ] Postal Address

Town/City

Last Name:

First Name:

Date of Birth:

Other Names:

Details of Spouse: 

Father’s Last Name:

Father’s First Name:

Mother’s Last Name:

Mother’s First Name:

Parent Details: 

FIJIAN ELECTIONS OFFICE

EVR 20 App

59 - 63 High Street, Toorak
P. O. Box 2528, Government Buildings, Suva

www.feo.org.fj

Phone   :     3316 225
Fax  :     3316 026

FIJIAN ELECTIONS OFFICE
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Date of Registration  :

Data Entry date  :

VoterCard No:

Registration Venue :

  :

AAPPLIC TION TO REGISTER AS VOTER 

Information Section:
1. You can only register to vote ONCE.

3. All registrations are in person (the person must be present) and completed forms are to be submitted to an FEO 

4. Persons who submit false information or attempt multiple registration may be referred to authorities for 
prosecution.

Part 1: Personal Details of Applicant

Part 2: Contact Details of Applicant [ ]

Part 3: Address Details of Applicant [

Surname:

Other Names:

Date of Birth:  / / 

Marital Status:  Married S Others (Please specify):ingle

Mobile (1) :

Mobile (2): 

Contact Preference:  Email  Postal

Home Phone:    Work:

Email:

First Name

Maiden Name

Place of Birth

Current Occupation: Gender: Female  Male

Postal Address:

Residential Address: [ ] Postal Address

Town/City

Last Name:

First Name:

Date of Birth:

Other Names:

Details of Spouse: 

Father’s Last Name:

Father’s First Name:

Mother’s Last Name:

Mother’s First Name:

Parent Details: 

FIJIAN ELECTIONS OFFICE

EVR 20 App

59 - 63 High Street, Toorak
P. O. Box 2528, Government Buildings, Suva

www.feo.org.fj

Phone   :     3316 225
Fax  :     3316 026

FIJIAN ELECTIONS OFFICE
SAMPLE
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Warning- Section 136(a) of the Electoral Act:

Part 6:  Declaration by Applicant

I,            solemnly and sincerely declare that:

1. I am over the age of 18 years;
2. I am a citizen of Fiji

O�ce or an Election O�cial.

Signature of Applicant: [Please see note below before you sign]

        
        Date:    
Note: 

Part 5:  Details of next of kin [Please provide information of a person over 18 years of age

Part 4: Polling Venue Details of Applicant [Please provide information of a person over 18 years of age]

[Please provide details of any disability or special needs requirement at polling Place.]

]

Relationship to you:      
Full Name:        VoterCard No.    
Mobile:         Email: 

ID Type 1: ID Number:

   

ID Type 2: ID Number:

Residential Address: Postal Address: [ ]

Town/City

Act to provide false statement or declaration to the Fijian Elections

Special Needs:

Closest Polling Venue: 

Alternative Polling Venue: 
Polling Venue Code:

Polling Venue Code:

Any person who knowingly and wilfully makes a false statement or declaration in connection with an application for regis-
tration as a voter or any other statement or any other statement or declaration for the purpose of the Electoral Act 2014 

exceeding 10 years, or to both.
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Warning- Section 136(a) of the Electoral Act:

Part 6:  Declaration by Applicant

I,            solemnly and sincerely declare that:

1. I am over the age of 18 years;
2. I am a citizen of Fiji

O�ce or an Election O�cial.

Signature of Applicant: [Please see note below before you sign]

        
        Date:    
Note: 

Part 5:  Details of next of kin [Please provide information of a person over 18 years of age

Part 4: Polling Venue Details of Applicant [Please provide information of a person over 18 years of age]

[Please provide details of any disability or special needs requirement at polling Place.]

]

Relationship to you:      
Full Name:        VoterCard No.    
Mobile:         Email: 

ID Type 1: ID Number:

   

ID Type 2: ID Number:

Residential Address: Postal Address: [ ]

Town/City

Act to provide false statement or declaration to the Fijian Elections

Special Needs:

Closest Polling Venue: 

Alternative Polling Venue: 
Polling Venue Code:

Polling Venue Code:

Any person who knowingly and wilfully makes a false statement or declaration in connection with an application for regis-
tration as a voter or any other statement or any other statement or declaration for the purpose of the Electoral Act 2014 

exceeding 10 years, or to both.

3.8 Becoming a Candidate

compete as independent candidates or as part of a political party.
 

Political parties are essential institutions of democracy. By competing in elections 
parties offer citizens a choice in governance, and while in opposition they can 
hold governments accountable. When citizens join political parties, volunteer 
their time, donate money and vote for their leaders, they are exercising their 

basic democratic rights. 

A person cannot become a candidate if a person is:

        Paragraph Writing

In a paragraph discuss three (3) issues that you would support if you become a candidate 

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

ACTIVITY 

3.8

Did You 
Know?

The rules 
governing the 

criteria for 
a person to 
become an 

independent 
candidate can 

be found under 
Section 56 of our 

Constitution. 
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Extension Activity 1

prefects. 

 
 

Glossary

Candidate Nomination

Nomination is a part of the process of 
selecting a candidate for either election 

to nominate or stand as a candidate must 
complete a Nomination Form and pay a 
deposit of by deposits of $1,000.00 for each 
party candidate and $1,000.00 for each 
independent candidate.

Electoral Management Body

Is usually an independent organization 
responsible for administering the elections 
and all other matters related to elections. 

National Register of Voters at an election.
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Lesson 
  
4
 

CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS IN FIJI
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4.1 Learning Outcome:

By the end of this lesson students will be able to:

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

4.2 Introduction

A democratic election is the single biggest logistical event in peacetime and it occurs in a highly 

candidates and parties and supporters exercise their rights and responsibilities in a safe, fair 
and free environment.

be chosen by secret Ballot in free and fair elections. 

4.3 Important Electoral Processes

4.3.1 Election Day

democratic right to vote. 

or should attend. 

4.3.2 Polling Station Set Up

considering various factors such 
as space and resource availability, 

Election Day

Assistant Presiding 

Did You 
Know?

Those people 
who are unable 

to Vote on 
Election Day can 
Vote during Pre-
Poll Voting or by 

Postal Voting
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ACTIVITY 

4.3
Complete the following activities.
 

1.  
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Complete the following activities.
 

1.  
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4.3.3 Counting of Ballot Papers

4.4 Ballot Paper

preferred candidate or party. 

to the voting system used and other factors (such as literacy 
of the voters). 

or computers to cast their votes.

is called the candidates number). The voter needs to either 

COUNTING SET UP AT A POLLING STATION

Assistant 
Presiding
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2014 GENERAL ELECTION

140 141 142 143 144

155 156 157 158 159

170 171 172 173 174

185 186 187 188 189

200 201 202 203 204

215 216 217 218 219

230 231 232 233 234

245 246 247 248 249

260 261 262 263 264

275 276 277 278 279

290 291 292 293 294

305 306 307 308 309

320 321 322 323 324

335 336 337 338 339

350 351 352 353 354

365 366 367 368 369

380 381 382 383 384

395 396 397 398 399

410 411 412 413 414

425 426 427 428 429

Ballot paper for the election of Members of Parliament

DO NOT CIRCLE, TICK OR CROSS MORE THAN ONE NUMBER

CIRCLE         TICK         OR CROSS         THE NUMBER OF THE CANDIDATE YOU WISH TO VOTE FORX

135
     
136 137 138 139

150 151 152 153 154

165 166 167 168 169

180 181 182 183 184

195 196 197 198 199

210 211 212 213 214

225 226 227 228 229

240 241 242 243 244

255 256 257 258 259

270 271 272 273 274

285 286 287 288 289

300 301 302 303 304

315 316 317 318 319

330 331 332 333 334

345 346 347 348 349

360 361 362 363 364

375 376 377 378 379

390 391 392 393 394

405 406 407 408 409

420 421 422 423 424

S
A
M
P
LE

145 146 147 148 149

160 161 162 163 164

175 176 177 178 179

190 191 192 193 194

205 206 207 208 209

220 221 222 223 224

235 236 237 238 239

250 251 252 253 254

265 266 267 268 269

280 281 282 283 284

295 296 297 298 299

310 311 312 313 314

325 326 327 328 329

340 341 342 343 344

355 356 357 358 359

370 371 372 373 374

385 386 387 388 389

400 401 402 403 404

415 416 417 418 419

430 431 432 433 434
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4.5 Working Out the Threshold

Threshold is calculated by using the following formula:

Threshold= Total number of votes cast x 0.05

Example:

1. 
Solution:

Threshold = 500,000 X 0.05
   = 25,000 votes

2. 
Solution:

 Threshold   = 25,000 votes

 30,000 > 25,000

              Answer the following.

1. Calculate the threshold if the total number of votes cast is:
a. 200

b. 700,000

c. 1,000,000

2. 

ACTIVITY 

4.5
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4.6 Fiji’s Government and Parliament
 

of 51 members (plus a speaker) elected every 4 years using 
open-list proportional representation in one multi-member 

 

  Answer the following.

4.7 Election Stakeholders

different role to play. 

Election Stakeholder Role in An Election

ACTIVITY 

4.6
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Candidates

4.8 Making Elections Accessible

The right to vote is one of the most fundamental rights of Fijian citizens. It is not only about 
taking part in the political process, but about being included in society and having our voices 
heard. 

that national elections are not accessible for them. 
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Some examples of these groups of people are
• election staff 
• voters abroad 
• absentee voters 
• refugees and internally displaced persons 
• nomads and migrants 
• voters in remote areas 
• -

tersex and Questioning individuals)
• disabled people (physical and intellectual disabilities)
• 
• home and hospital bound voters 
• prisoners 
• security forces 
• 
• 

   Fill in the blanks in this paragraph. Use words from the 
   Word Box below.

Station  |  invalid  |  vote  |  Voter  |  Ballot  |  once

In order to vote in an election a person must be 18 years of age and their name 

To try to ........................................ more than ........................................ is an offence. At the 

not be counted, i.e. because it is an ......................................... vote.

Extension Activity 1
  , explore and then try to 

  

ACTIVITY 

4.7
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Glossary

Accessible

Accessibility refers to the design of products, devices, services, or 
environments for people who experience disabilities, or who are 
disadvantaged because of their circumstances of characteristics. If a 
process and or place is ‘accessible’ it is easy for EVERYONE to reach it and 
understand it.

Ballot To choose between a number of options; to cast one’s vote on an issue. 
Another word for Ballot is ‘election’.

Bicameral 
Parliament Has two chambers or rooms

Ballot box The marked Ballot Papers go in a Ballot Box.

Ballot Paper
The piece of paper you receive at a Polling Station where you choose the 
candidate you want to vote for. Marked Ballot Paper should not be shown 
to anyone else.

Marginalised 
People

People who are disadvantaged or excluded from society due to their sex, 
social class, race,ethnic group, skin colour, religious  ethnic 
origin, educational status, childhood relationships, living standards, sexual 
identity or preference, or appearance.

Media

The main ways for disseminating information to a large number of people and 
includes journalists and other public communicators and communication 
technologies such as television, radio, newspapers, the internet and mobile 
phones that provide news and information to the public.

Pre-Poll Voting
For voters unable to vote on Polling Day, there are advance Polling Stations 
where you can vote a few days before the election.

Postal Vote
For voters unable to vote on Election Day, voters can register to send and 
receive their votes by post. 

Presiding 
cer

rge of a Polling Station at an election.

Secret Ballot
A Ballot/vote in which votes are cast in secret (i.e. no one can see who you 
vote for).

Single and 
multi-member 
constituency

A single-member district or single-member constituency is an electoral 
district that r to a body with multiple members 
such as a legislature. The alternative are multi-member districts, or the 
election of a body by the whole electorate voting as one constituency.

Stakeholder A person who has a ‘stake’ or interest, in a particular process.

Threshold
Is the minimum percentage or amount of the vote which a candidate or 
political party requires to achieve before they become entitled to any 
representation in a legislature. 

Unicameral Has one chamber or room
Parliament



I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  E L E C T I O N S :  A  L E A R N I N G  M O D U L E  F O R  Y E A R  1 0  S O C I A L  S C I E N C E
1

1
-1

0
-2

0
1

8
 V

e
r. 1

.1

Lesson 
  
5
 

MOCK ELECTION
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5.1 Learning Outcome:

By the end of this lesson students will be able to:

1. 
2. PDW
3. 
4. 
5. 

seats.

5.2 Introduction

procedures as per teacher’s direction. 

5.3 Complete Before Election Day

5.3.1 Tick My Role:

o 
o 
o Queue Controller (QC)
o 

o 

o 

o 

o Journalist
o 

o 

o 

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................
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5.4 Mock Election Day Voting Steps for Voters

During Election

Step Voting Process

1 -

2

3
script:

I name of the PO -

4

for any traces of indelible or permanent marker markings. 

Bula!!!

5

If there is no trace of indelible or permanent marker markings then the Queue 

6
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7

-

Bula!!!

8
black pen. 

9

10
-

11

Instruction Booklet and either circle, tick or cross the number of candidate on the 

Bula!!!

12
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13

14
Bula!!!

-

15

-
nent marker. 

16

17
Bula!!!

18

19

20

21
I      name of the PO  
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5.5 Whom You Can Vote For?
There are three major parties and each party has ten candidates. Look at the Candidates List 

MOCK ELECTION 
 CANDIDATES LIST

WRITE YOUR SCHOOLS NAME

F R U I T P A R T Y

VegetableParty

Root Crop P
A

R
T

Y

101 102 104

108 107 110

113 115 114

120 122 119

125 126 128

105 103 106

112 109 111

118 117 116

121 123 124

127 130 129
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5.6 Complete After Election Finishes

1.  How did you feel after voting?
............................................................................................................................... ..................................................................
............................................................................................................................... ..................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................................................................

2.  List do ive (5) new things that you learned after this exercise.
............................................................................................................................... ..................................................................
............................................................................................................................... ..................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................... ..................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................................................................

3. What activities or further learning could you now do as a class based on your election 
experience? .......................................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................... ..................................................................
............................................................................................................................... ..................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................................................................

5.7 Seat Allocation

After the counting is  the PO will photocopy the Protocol of Results. The photo copied 
Protocol of Results will be pasted on the school notice board and the original copy will be 
given to the SSoE by the PO. 

The SSoE will then prepare a Results Tally. The teacher would either paste the Results 
Tally on the black or white board or photocopy and give it to you so that you can work out the 
seat allocation for your election. Remember for this election there are ten (10) seats in the 
parliament. 

Now, follow the instructions and complete the Seat Allocation Worksheet t re out:

1. Which party won the election? 
2. Who are the candidates elected to the parliament? 
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SEAT ALLOCATION WORKSHEET

MOCK ELECTION

STEP 1 

STEP 2 

 

   Total Number of Votes Cast

Name of  Parties Fruit Party Invalid VotesVegetable Party Root Crop Party

Total number of 
votes received

Show calculations here
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Threshold Value 
(from Step 2.ii)

Write whether
A>B or A<B

Eliminated/ Not 
Eliminated

Vegetable Party

Root Crop Party

Party Number of votes
Recieved (from Step 
1 above)

Fruit Party

A B

     Note:

 

     Note: 

Threshold = 

Show calculations here

STEP 3 

Divisors

1

T

4

7

2

5

8

3

6

9

10

No. of cells 
highlighted

Fruit Party

T divide by 1

T divide by 2

T divide by 3

T divide by 4

T divide by 5

T divide by 6

T divide by 7

T divide by 8

T divide by 9

T divide by 10

T divide by 1

T divide by 2

T divide by 3

T divide by 4

T divide by 5

T divide by 6

T divide by 7

T divide by 8

T divide by 9

T divide by 10

T divide by 1

T divide by 2

T divide by 3

T divide by 4

T divide by 5

T divide by 6

T divide by 7

T divide by 8

T divide by 9

T divide by 10

Vegetable Party Root Crop Party

     Note:
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Threshold Value 
(from Step 2.ii)

Write whether
A>B or A<B

Eliminated/ Not 
Eliminated

Vegetable Party

Root Crop Party

Party Number of votes
Recieved (from Step 
1 above)

Fruit Party

A B

     Note:

 

     Note: 

Threshold = 

Show calculations here

STEP 3 

Divisors

1

T

4

7

2

5

8

3

6

9

10

No. of cells 
highlighted

Fruit Party

T divide by 1

T divide by 2

T divide by 3

T divide by 4

T divide by 5

T divide by 6

T divide by 7

T divide by 8

T divide by 9

T divide by 10

T divide by 1

T divide by 2

T divide by 3

T divide by 4

T divide by 5

T divide by 6

T divide by 7

T divide by 8

T divide by 9

T divide by 10

T divide by 1

T divide by 2

T divide by 3

T divide by 4

T divide by 5

T divide by 6

T divide by 7

T divide by 8

T divide by 9

T divide by 10

Vegetable Party Root Crop Party

     Note:
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      Name of 
      Party

Number of Seats     
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5.8 After a General Election
 Writ 

ACTIVITY 

5.8
Answer the following.
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Self-Evaluation

table by placing a tick in the correct column for each description.

Overall, how well did I:

Need 
Improvement Moderate High

plan group activities and 
perform in my allocated 

Contribute to class 

information during my 

Use learning time 
throughout my study of 

.................................................................................................................................................................................................
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.................................................................................................................................................................................................
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.................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Congratulations you have completed this module
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Congratulations you have completed this module
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